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That Text, Cenęſis 1. 26. Let us 
make e in our Image, after our 


Likeneſs, 


CONTAINING, 


- 


A full Answes to the INTERPRETATION 
given of that Text, in' a Letter lately 
publiſhed in the Sup lement to the Gen- 
tleman's Magazine for the Year 1747; 

and likewiſe to Mr. Kennicett's Inter pre- 

tation of the ſame, in %s Diſſertation on 
the Tree of Life i in Paradiſe. | 
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| A N 
ENQUIRY, & 


OT long after Mr. Rennicott pub- 

liſhed his two Diſſertations, the one 

On the Tree of Life in Paradiſe, the 

other On the Oblations of Cain and 
Abel; I ſent him a Letter, to ſhew him his Error 
in the Interpretation which he gave of that Text, 
Geneſis i. 26. Let us make Man in our Image, 
after our Likeneſs. 

And as he has, ſince my ſending him that 
Letter, publiſhed a Supplement to his Diſſer- 
tations, I expected he would, in that Supple- 
ment, have taken ſome Notice of my Leiter, 
but it ſeems he did not think * to do it. 

There has lately been oublithe „in the Sup- 


Plement to the Gentleman's Magazine, for the 
Year 1747, a Letter to prove the whole Trinity 


operative in the Creation. | 

As this Letter contains a direct Anſwer to 
the Letter, which I ſent Mr. Kennicott, if he be 
not himſelf the Author of it, it muſt be ſome 
Perſon to whom he has communicated my Ler- 
ter. But indeed, I think, the Stile of it, and 
the confuſed unintelligible Way of Reaſoning, 
to prove the whole Trinity co-operative in the 
Creation, plainly ſhew the Letter to be his 
own; and as ſuch, I ſhall return an Anſwer 


A 2 Though 
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* Though I have not read (ſays the Leiter- 
writer) Mr. Kennicott's Diſſertation, yet, with 
a ſmall Share of Learning, and no-great- 
cation to reconcile the ſeeming Inconſiſtencies of 
the Holy Scriptures, I am able to vindicate the 
Aſſertion, that thoſe Words, ſpoke by God, 
Gen. i. 26. Let us make Man in our Image, 
are a Conſultation of the whale three Perſons in 
the Godhead, agreeably to what Mr. Kennicott 
hath advanced, and that theſe Words are not 
addreſſed to the Son alone, and not to the Holy 
Spirit alſo.” | 

By his ſaying, « That he has not read Mr. 
KxNNICOTT's Diſſertation, he would infinuate, 
That Mr. Kennicott is not the Author of the 
Letter. But when he adds, That he is able 
to vindicate what Mr. Kennicott has advanced, 
in his Diſſertation, though he has not read his 
Diſſertation ; ** if we can be at a Loſs to know 
the Author, we may be certain of his Country, 
that he is a z7rue-born Iriſhman. For, I think, 
none but a Dear Joy would ſay, He is able 
to vindicate what another Writer has advanced, 
and at the ſame time declare, he knows nothing 
of what that Writer has advanced.“ 

Mr. Kennicott, in his Diſſertation, has af 
firmed, © That it is eaſy to ſee, that Moſes, when 
he introduces God ſpeaking thoſe Words, 
Let us make Man in our Image, would have 
us to underſtand, that God, or the Father, 
one thoſe Words to his Son, and to his Holy 

irit 

6 * the Letter, which J ſent him, I endea- 
voured to make him ſenſible, that it could not 
be true, that God ſpoke thoſe Words to his 
Son, and to his Holy Spirit, for this Reaſon, 
S That St. John and S. aul, in the Account 


Which 


(3:3 


which they give of the Creation in general, ex- 


preſly affirm, that God created all Things by 
his Son alone. Whence it neceſſarily follows, 
that he muſt ſpeak thoſe Words to his Son 
alone.“ 

The Conſequence the Letter writer does not 
deny; and therefore he endeavours to prove, in 
the firſt place, from Moſes's Account of the 
Creation, that the Holy Spirit was active in the 
Creation; and in the next place, attempts to 
ſhew, that this is the Doctrine of the New Tefta- 
ment, particularly of St. Jobn and St. Paul. 

If the Letter-writer can prove theſe two 
Points, then I ſhall readily allow, that when 
God ſpoke thoſe Words, Let us make Man in 
our Image, after our Likeneſs, he ſpoke to his 
Son, and to his Holy Spirit. But I dare not 
talk ſo freely and preſumptuouſly of the Su- 
preme Being, as to ſay, with him, and with 
Mr. Kennicott, That God held a Conſultation 
with his Son, and with his Holy Spirit.” Nor 
ſhall I return any Anſwer to the Letter-writer's 
confuſed, and unintelligible Diſcourſe of the 
whole Trinity in Unity being co-operative in the 
Creation. 

Let us ſee (ſays the Letter-writer) firſt of 
all the Account given by Moſes, how the 
World, and all things therein, were created; 
and if from hence we are able to aſſert, that the 
whole Trinity were operating towards the Crea- 
tion of all the other Parts of this amazing whole, 
we ſhall not be able to conclude, that in the 
Creation of Man, two Perſons of the Trinity 
were the Makers of Man, excluſive of the third 
Perſon, but rather abſolutely the reverſe. Ge- 
neſis i. 2. it is ſaid, The Earth was without 
Form, and the Spirit of God moved upon the Face 
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of the Waters. This part of Moſes's Account 
will irrefragably prove, that the Holy Ghoſt 
was active in the Creation of the World.“ 

This is the whole of the Leiter- vriter's Ar- 
gument, as far as it is intelligible, ** That the 
Holy Spirit was active in the Creation of the 
World.” 

By the Words, the Spirit of God, the Let- 
ter-writer underſtands] that real Perſon, who 


in the New Teſtament is called, the holy Spirit. 


And he muſt ſay, That Moſes, by thoſe Words, 
intended that very Perſon, If Moſes then knew, 
there was ſuch a divine Perſon, as the Holy 
Spirit of God, he muſt likewiſe know, there 
was another divine Perſon, called, the Son of 
God, and that he was likewiſe active in the 
Creation, And if he knew this, muſt it not 
be very ſtrange and unaccountable, that he 
ſhould make* mention of the Holy Spirit's be- 
ing active in the Creation, and ſay not one 
Word concerning the Son. Juſt as ſtrange and 
unaccountable as it is in St. Fobn and St. Paul, 
that if they knew, that the Holy Spirit was 
equally concerned in the Creation with the Son, 


they ſhould not ſay one Word about it, in that 


very Place, where they are giving an Account 
of the Creation ; but ſhould aſcribe the Crea- 


tion abſolutely to the Son, excluſive of the 


Holy Spirit; that is, that God the Father gave 
his Son full Power and Authority to create all 
Things; agreeably to the Doctrine of St. Paul, 


| That God created all Things by Jeſus Chriſt. 


The Truth is plainly this : 


be New Teſtament, as all Chriſtians allow, 


contains a Revelation of two divine Perſons, 
called, the Son, and the, Holy Spirit, of God; 
who were not known or revealed under the Old 

| Teitament z 
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Teſtament ; and conſequently Moſes could not 
know, without a particular Revelation made to 
him, that there are two ſuch Divine Perſons. 
And for any Man to affirm, That he had ſuch 
a Revelation particularly made to him, is to 
affirm what he cannot poſſibly know any thing 
of. 

And, that Moſes had no ſuch Revelation 
made to him; and, that by theſe Words, he 
Spirit of God, he did not intend that Perſon, 
who in the New Teſtament is called, the Holy 
Spirit, is not only highly probable, but I think 
certain from hence; That, if he knew there 
were two ſuch Divine Perſons, as the Son and 
the Holy Spirit, and that they were both of 
them act ive in the Creation, he would never 
have made mention of the Holy Spirit, and 
of the Part he acted, and at the ſame time not 
have ſaid one Word concerning the Son, and 
of the Part he acted. 


But upon a Suppoſition, (which is I think 
plainly impoſſible to be true) that when Moſes 
ſays, The Spirit of God moved upon the Pace 
of the Waters, he intends that Perſon, called 
the Holy Spirit in the New Teſtament ; if we 
will not make the Account, which Moſes gives 
of the Creation, to contradict the Account 
given by St. John and St. Paul, the Part which 


the Holy Spirit acted in the Creation, muſt be 


in Subordination to, and by the Direction of 
the Son; unleſs he can prove, that St. Jobn and 
St. Paul do as plainly and expreſly declare, 
That God created all Things by his Holy Spi- 
rit ; as they declare, That God created all 

Things, by his Son. 
For t is incumbent upon the Leiter. writer 
to prove, not only, that when Moſes ſays, 
the 
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Spirit of God moved upon the Face of the Wa- 
ters, he intended that very Perſon, who, in the 
New Teſtament is called the Holy Spirit ; but 
that the Holy Spirit ated in Conſultation with 
the Son, and not by his Direction. And this he 
can only prove by producing ſome Textin the 
New Teſtament, wherein it is expreſly declared, 
That God created all Things by bis Son, and by 
his Holy Spirit; which he has in vain attempted 
to do, as I ſhall ſhew, when I come to con- 
ſider what he has advanced upon that Head. - 

The Caſe of God's Creation of all Things by 
his Son, is the very ſame with that of his Go- 
vernment of the whole Univerſe by his Son. 
And the Leiter- writer may as well pretend (as in- 
deed according to his Principles he muſt do) that 
God has given the Government of the whole 
Univerſe to his Holy Spirit, the ſame as to 
his Son; which is to confound all Language, 
and a turning the Scripture into Ridicule; as 
it is expreſly to contradict that remarkable De- 
ſcription, which St. Paul gives, 1 Cor. xv. of 
God's having given his Son a Kingdom, and 
having made all Things ſubject to him; by 
which the Apoſtle muſt mean, not only the An- 
gels, but the Holy Spirit himſelf; agreeably to 
what our Saviour promiſed his Diſciples, that 


be would ſend the Comforter to them: And if 


all Things are ſubject to the Son in his Go- 
vernment of the whole Univerſe, this is of 
itſelf, a ſtrong Argument, that all Things 
were by God made ſubject to him in his Crea- 
tion of the Univerſe. But that Declaration of 
St. John and St, Paul, that God created all Things 
by his Son, puts it beyond all Poſſibility of 
Doubt and Diſpute, | 6 

The 
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The Truth is, which I am ſorry and aſhamed 

to ſpeak, that it would be impoſſible there 
could any Differences ariſe among Chriſtians, 
concerning theſe Things, if it were not for 
the ſake of ſome favourite Hypotheſis, to which 
they are determined to make the Scriptures 
hend, to ſupport it; and this, without con- 
ſidering how one Part of Scripture is re- 
concileable with another, or the whole con- 
ſiſtent with itſelf; or that, by doing of this, 
they confound all Language, and interpret and 
underſtand the Scripture in ſuch Senſe and 
Manner as no other Book is underſtood, and 
interpreted, than which nothing can be more 
abſurd. CO, 

And I am as thoroughly perſuaded, as I am 
that I now write this, that it the New Teſtament 
were to be put into the Hands of a ſenſible Hea- 
then, who had heard nothing of the Diſputes 


among Chriſtians, he would declare, that there 


is not the leaſt Difficulty in underſtanding the 


Account which the ſacred Writers give of 


God's Creation, and Government of all Things, 
by his Son alone; and of his ſending his Son 
into the World to lay down his Lite, by a 
voluntary Offering of himſelf a Sacrifice, to 
make Atonement to God his Father for the 
Sins of the whole World. | 

But to return from this Digreſſion, if it be 
really ſuch, 

The Letter-writer will here probably, in his 
Turn, aſk me, that ſince I will not allow that 
Moſes, by thoſe Words, The Spirit of God 
moved upon the Face of the Waters, intended 
that Perſon, who, in the New Teſtament, is 


called 
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called the Holy Spirit ; what other Senſe can 
thoſe Words poſſibly bear. 72 

To this, I think, the Anſwer is very plain 
and eaſy, That though the Holy Spirit does 
more uſually in the New Teſtament ſignify a 
real Perſon , yet, in ſeveral Places, it ſignifies 
a mere Power, or Operation of the Father. 
(From whence ſome have taken Occaſion, with 
great Weakneſs and Abſurdity, to doubt of, 
and even to deny, the Perſonality of the Holy 
Spirit.) So in like Manner thoſe Words, The 
Spirit of God, as made uſe of by Moſes, do not 
ſignify a real Perſon, but the Power or Ope- 
ration, which God committed to his Son; agree- 
ably to the Doctrine of St. Paul, That God 


created all Things by his Son; or, in other 


Words, That he gave his Son Power and Au- 
thority to create all Things. 

It was that Power, or Operation of the Son, 
which was committed to him by God, that 
moved upon the Face of the Waters. And 
Moſes's declaring this at the Beginning of the 
Creation, is a Proof, that God created all 
Things by his Son. 

And therefore the true Reaſon of God's 
ſpeaking to his Son, when he came to the laſt 
Day's Creation, in which Man was created, 
Let us make Man in our Image, was not, That 
he gave Power to his Son to create Man only, 
which would be very abſurd to ſuppoſe ; but, 


as the nobleſt Part of the Creation was then 
to be performed. God ſpeaks of it in a more 


high and lofty Manner than he had done of 
the other Parts of the Creation, Let us make 
Man in our Image. And to whom can God 
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be ſuppoſed to ſpeak this, but to him, who 
is his only begotten Son ? To him, who is 
the Image of the inviſible God, and the expreſs 
Image of his Perſon ? 

Had the Letter-writer at all thought of, or 
conſidered theſe Things, he would hardly have 
affirmed, ©* That theſe Words of Moſes, The 
Spirit of God moved upon the Face of the Waters, 
do, irrefragably prove, that the Holy Spirit 
was active in the Creation.“ | 

After this irrefragable Proof, as he calls it, 
from Moſes's Account of the Creation, That 
the Holy Spirit was active in the Creation,” 
he proceeds, in the next place, to prove the 
ſame from the New Teſtament, and particularly 
from the Writings of St. John and St. Paul. 

But the Objector, (by whom the Le#ter- 
writer will not deny he means the Author of 
the Letter above mentioned to Mr. Kennicott) 
will ſay, How do you reconcile to this ſame, 
the Expreſſions of St. Jobn and St. Paul, both 
of which ſay, ** That all things were made by 
Jeſus Chriſt, or the Word, and without him 
was not any thing made that was made?“ 

In my Letter to Mr. Kennicott, I made this 
Objection to his Aſſertion, That God, or 
the Father, ſpoke to his Son, and to his Holy 
Spirit, when he ſaid, Let us make Man in 
our Image, that it was not poſſible to recon- 
cile this Interpretation of thoſe Words to what 
St. John and St. Paul affirm, That God crea- 
ted all Things by his Son; for that it neceſſa- 
rily followed, that if God created all Things 
by his Son alone, it muſt be to his Son alone 
that he ſpake, Let us make Man in our Image. 
| | + To 
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To this the Letter-writer replies, That to 
affirm that what St. John and St. Paul intended 
to ſay, that the Son alone made all Things, 
will be proving too much; for with equal 
Reaſon may their Expreſſions be produced to 
ſhew, that neither was God the Father the 
Maker of all Things. 

Did ever any ſerious Writer make ſuch a 
ſhuffling, prevaricating Anſwer as this Lezter- 
writer does here ? | | 

* To affirm (ſays he) that St. John and 
St. Paul intended to fay.” Did I affirm any 
thing concerning what St. Fohn and St. Paul 
intended to (ay ? I ſet down what they actually 
ſaid, viz. That God created all Things by 
his Son. Is this proving too 'much, viz. Thar 
neither was God the Father the Creator of all 
Things?“ Or, may the Apoſtles Expreſſions, 
which are, That God made all Things by his 
Son,“ with equal Reaſon be produced to ex- 
clude God the Father from being the Maker 
of all Things, as they may be produced to 
exclude the Holy Spirit from being the Maker 
of all Things ? | 

Will he have the Modeſty to reply to this, 
that he does not ſay, that to affirm, that God 
created all Things by his Son, is to exclude 
God the Father from being the Maker of all 
Things ; but the affirming, that the Son alone 
made all Things, when he himſelf is the only 
Perſon that affirms, That the Son alone created 
all Things? 

In my Letter to Mr. Kennicott, I produced 
the Apoſtles Words, That God created all 
Things by his Son, to ſhew that they excluded 
the Holy Spirit from being at all concerned 

in 
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in the Creation. To this he replies, That the 
Apoſtles Words may, with equal Reaſon, be 
produced to ſhew, ** that neither was God 
the Father the Maker of all Things.” And 
inſtead of producing the Words of the Apo- 
ſtles, to ſhew this, he produces Words, which 
he charges me with affirming to be what the 
Apoſtles intended to ſay. | 

Is not this excellent Reaſoning ? Or, in- 
deed, is it not down right prevaricating, 
and aſſerting what he knows to be falle ? 
Does the poor Man hope by this ſhuffling to 
conceal from his Readers the Diſtreſs he is in 
to get clear of thoſe Words of the Apoſtles, 
That God created all Things by his Son.“ 
It is really a Shame to take Notice of tuch 
Stuff. And yet this is nothing in Compariſon 
with what is yet to come. 

* But what (ſays he) will this OZjeFor ſay 
to the miraculous Operation of the Holy Ghoſt, 
when the pure Virgin conceived the bleſſed 
Son of God? Here was Power exerted equal, 
becauſe the ſame with that which firſt gave 
Life to the Duſt of the Ground, which moved 
upon the Face of the Waters.“ 

The Letter-writer does here, in his dark, 
confuſed Way of talking, affirm, That this mi- 
raculous Conception of the Virgin was effected 
purely by the miraculous Operation of the 
Holy Spirit alone, in expreſs Contradiction to 
what the Evangeliſt affirms. 

It is true, Here was Power exerted.“ 
But what Power? The Evangeliſt affirms it to 
have been the Power of the Higheſt. And 
does he not, by the Higheſt underſtand di- 

inct 
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ſtinct Perſon from the Holy Ghoſt ? The Holy 
Ghoſt ſhall come upon thee, and the Power of 
the Higheſt ſhall over-fſhadow thee. Are not 
here wo diſtinct Perſons ſpoken of? And yet 
the Letter-writer would have his Readers think, 
that one Perſon only is ſpoken of, the Holy 
Ghoſt ; though he cannot but know, that the 
Word Higheſt is always given to the Father 


alone, excluſive of his ſon, and of his Holy 


Spirit. 

A Body was, as St. Paul ſpeaks in his Epiſtle 
to the ebrews, to be prepared for the Son of 
God. This God thought fit ſhould be done, not 
in the common natural Way, as other human 
Bodies are produced, but by his own imme- 
diate and miraculous Power, and by the ſecret 
Operation of his Holy Spirit. This is plainly 
the Meaning of the Angel by thoſe Words. 
The Holy Ghoſt ſhall come upon thee, and the 
Power of the Higheſt ſball over-ſhadow thee. 

In this miraculous Conception of the Virgin, 
God acted by his Holy Spirit, the ſame, as in 
the Creation of the Univerſe, he acted by his 
Son. As he gave Power to his Son to create 
all Things, ſo he gave Power to his Holy 
Spirit to produce or prepare a Body, to which 
the Son of God was to be united, | 

This is the plain, eaſy and neceſſary Explana- 
tion of the Account which the Evangeliſt gives of 
the miraculous Conception of the Virgin Mary. 
And it was for this Reaſon, that this miracu- 
lous Conception was effected by the immediate 
Power of God, by or through the Operation 
of his Holy Spirit, that the Angel ſaid to the 
Virgin, Therefore that Holy Thing which ſpall 
be born of thee ſhall be called the Son of mm a 

a 


(15) 

Had this miraculous Conception of the Vir- 
gin been effected by the ſole Power of the Holy 
Ghoſt, the Angel would certainly have ſaid, 
Therefore that Holy Thing which ſhall be born of 
thee ſhall be called the Son of the Holy Ghoſt, 

Can any thing now be more ridiculous and 
abſurd, than it is in this Letter-writer to urge 
this Account of the miraculous Conception of 
the Virgin, as a Proof of the Holy Spirit's be- 


ing active in the Creation? 


That which is incumbent upon Mr. Kennicott 
and him, and what the World will expect 


from them, is this, that they produce ſome 


Text out of the New Teſtament, wherein it is 
as plainly, and as expreſly aſſerted, that God 
created all Things by his Holy Spirit, as it 
is in the moſt plain and expreſs Words, de- 
clared by St. John and by St. Paul, that God 
created all Things by his Son. 
But here let me obſerve, in the firſt place, 
that no one, but ſuch a Blunderer, as this ſame 
Letter writer, would undertake to ſhew this. 
For when the Apoſtles St. John and St. Paul 
affirm, that God created all Things by his 
Son; that is, as the Words neceſſarily mean, 
by him alone, abſolutely excluſive of the Holy 
Spirit, or of any other Being whatſoever, 
would any Man, who allows theſe two Apo- 
ſtles, and the reſt of the ſacred Writers, to 
have wrote by the Inſpiration of the Holy 
Spirit, expect to find any Text in the whole 
New Teſtament, that aſcribes any Part of the 
Creation to the Holy Spirit, or that affirms, 
that he was at all employ'd, or in the Lan- 
guage of Mr. Nennicott and this Letter-wwriter, 
conſulted 
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conſulted by God, in the Creation of all 
Things? | 

And yet ſo hardy is this Letter-writer, ſo 
excellently well ſkilled in reconciling the ſeem- 
ing, Inconſiſtencies of the Holy Scriptures, in 
which all the Commentators before him are mere 
Bunglers in Compariſon with him, that he will 
undertake to prove from the Expreſſions, even 
of St. John and of St. Paul, That the Holy 
Spirit was equally active with the Son 1 in the 
Creation of all Things. 

Pray, gentle Reader, lend your Attention, 
for nothing can better deſerve it, and a Fi 18 for 
the Scoffings of profane Infidels. 

„The Cljefter (ſays the Letrer-writer) aſks, 
As the New Teſtament is to be explanatory of the 
Old, ought not their Accounts to be agreeable 
to each other? At leaſt, the one Account can- 
not be contradictory to the other. To this he 
replies, Very true, ſo likewiſe ought what 
St. John writes in one Place to agree with what 
he writes in another. The ſame of St. Paul. 
And yet, both St. John and St. Paul attribute 
Life to the Operation of the Holy Ghoſt. I 
thall take Notice but of one Text in each of 
them.“ He did very right to inſtance in no 
more, for theſe two are tull ſufficient to ſhew 
the Man; though he might juſt as well have 
produced every Text from the Beginning to 
the End of their Writings. The two Texts he 
produces are, John vi. 63. I 1s the Spirit 
that quickeneth, the Fleſh profiteth nothing. The 
Words I ſpeak unto you, they are Spirit, and 
they are Life. And, 2 Cor. iii. 6. Who hath 
alſo made us able Miniſters of the New Teſta- 
ment, 
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ment, not of the Letter, but of the Spirit; for 
the Letter killeth, but the Spirit giveth Life. 

Upon the firſt reading of thefe Texts, 
the Reader, I fear, will hardly be able 
to refrain from laughing, and from won- 
dering what the Man intends to prove from 
them, or how they can poſſibly have any Re- 
lation to the Holy 3 or to the Crea- 
tion. But not ſo haſty, he ſhall undertake 
to prove, the next Time he takes this Sub- 
ject in hand, that if you cannot ſee this, it is 
for want of the Spirit, or what the Quakers, 
and the Methodiſts, call The Light within. 

His Comment upon the firſt Text (which, 
by the way, are the Words of our Saviour, 
and not of St. John,) is this, That it is a 
Metaphor, without all Diſpute, taken from 
the firſt Life given to us, which was by the 
Holy Ghoſt.” With reſpect to the other 
Text, The Metaphor (ſays he) is the ſame 
with what was obſerved above.“ | 

It is hardly poſſible to give an Inſtance of 
ſuch fooliſh (not to ſay profane) Stuff, ut- 
tered by any Writer. 

In my Letter to Mr. Kennicott J obſerved, 
6 That the Account which Moſes gives of 
the Creation of Man, ought not to be under- 
ſtood in ſuch Senſe, as to contradict the Ac- 
count of the Creation in general, given by 
St. John and St. Paul. Very true, (ſays 
the Letter-writer) ſo likewiſe ought what St. 
John writes in one Place, to agree with what 
he writes in another. The ſame of St. Paul. 
And yet both St. John and St. Paul attribute 
Life to the Operation of the Holy Ghoſt.” 

9 For 
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For a Proof of this, he quotes thoſe two 
Texts out of the Writings of St. 7obn and 
St. Paul. It you aſk him, Does the Word 
Spirit, in either of theſe Places, ſignify the 
Holy Ghoſt? Or, Did it ever enter into the 
Head of any Man beſides himſelf, that theſe 
Texts have the leaſt Relation to any Part of 
the Creation? Or, Did our Saviour or St. 
Paul, intend to teach Men, by either of 
thoſe Texts, that God created Man by his 
Holy Spirit? His Anſwer is, “ This is a 
Metaphor, without all Diſpute, taken from 
the firſt Lite given to us, which was by the 
Holy Ghoſt.” 45 

Can the Man be in his Senſes, and give 
this Anſwer 2 Or, Is it poſſible to make any 
Reply to ſuch unintelligible Jargon? Is it 
not plain, that he was conſcious to himſelf, 
that in no one Place of the New Teſtament is 
there the leaſt mention made of the Holy 
Spirit being at all concerned in any Part of 
the Creation; and that theretore he had no 
other Refuge, no other Shift left, but to 
throw Duſt into the Eyes of bis Readers, by 
acting the Part of an Ent buſiaſt. 

And for this Reaſon, the ſacred Writings 
muſt be tortured, and made to ſpeak down- 
right Nonſenſe and Profaneneſs; for what is 
it elſe ?* Pray obſerve, our Saviour, in his 
Diſcourſe with the Fews, tells them, That 
ke is the Bread of Life, and that his Fleſh is 
Meat, and his Blood Drink.* And when 
his Diſciples, and the Jews were offended, 
and murmured at his ſaying this, our Sa- 
viour, to make them underſtand his — 

anc 
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and that he ſpoke to them in a figurative or 
ſpiritual, and not a literal Senſe, anſwers them, 
It is the Spirit that quickeneth, the Fleſh 
profiteth nothing; the Words that I ſpeak 
unto you, they are Spirit, and they are Life.”? 

Can any Man be at a Loſs to underſtand our 
Saviour's Meaning. He is ſpeaking here con- 


cerning the Conditions of attaining everlaſting 


Life, and expreſſes. himſelf in figurative and 
metaphorical Words. This is all that our 
Saviour can poſſibly be underſtood to intend 
by thoſe Words. But becauſe the Words, 
Spirit and Life, are made uſe of, This 
(lays the Letter-writer) is a Metaphor, with- 
out all Diſpute, taken from the firſt Life given, 
to us, which was by the Holy Ghoſt.” Can 
any Thing be a greater Banter and Ridicule 
upon theſe Words of our Saviour, than this 
Explanation which the Letter-writer gives of 
them ? 

The ſame is his Explanation of thoſe Words 
of St. Paul, The Letter killeth, but the Spi- 
rit giveth Life, © This Metaphor (ſays he) 
is the ſame with what was obſerved above.“ 
And can Mr. Kennicott, (tor I muſt conclude 
him to be the Author of the Letter publiſhed 
in the Magazine, as it contains a direct An- 
ſwer to the Letter I ſent him,) can Mr. Ken- 
nicott, I ſay, be ſerious, and give this Inter- 
pretation of thoſe Words, The Spirit giveth 
Life, That the Holy Spirit is the Author or 
Giver of Life.“ | 
Let me here ſet down the firſt Paragraph 
in his Diſſertation on the Tree of Life in Pa- 
radiſe. 


Ca -.  .*« While 
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„ While the Enemies of Revealed Reli- 
gion make it their Buſineſs and Ambition to 
revile the ſacred Book in which it is contained, 
 ?tis certainly the Duty of its Friends to ſhew 
an equal Warmth in the Vindication and De- 
fence of it. And as the Cavils of Unbelie- 
vers are frequently founded on the Mit-tranſla- 
tion of particular Paſſages, it may be proper for 
every one, who (from his Acquaintance with 
the original Languages) can ſolve any of 
theſe Difficulties, whether real or pretended, 
to contribute ſo far his Mite to that great 
Work, which has of late Years been ſo fre- 
quently, and fo ſucceſsfully undertaken. A 
glorious Work this! to clear up the Difti- 
culties of the facred Writings, and recon- 
cile the Inconſiſtencies objected to the Ac- 
counts, which they contain, that ſo the Word 
of God may ſhine forth in its native and com- 
manding Splendor, and become the Admi- 
ration of all the Sons of Men.” 

Mr. Kennicott, ſurely cannot but know, 
that the Cavils of Unbelievers are generally, 
and indeed almoſt always, founded, not - on 
the Miſtranſtation of particular Paſſages 
but upon the abſurd Jnterpretations given o 
them. 

There are ſome Unbelievers, who pick out 
particular Paſſages in the facred Writings, 
which perhaps are not properly tranſlated, 
and make them the Subject of their low Wit 
and Buffoonery. Mr. Thomas Chubb is a ſin- 
gular Inſtance of this in almoſt all his Wri- 
tings, but particularly in his poſthumous 
Works lately publiſhed. 1 

ue 
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But whoever will look into the Writings 
of the Principal of the Unbelievers, he will 
find, that the chief Cauſe of their Infidelity 
is, the abſurd Interpretations that are given of 
the moſt plain and ſimple Paſſages and Doc- 
trines in the New Teſtament. 

When [I ſay, the chief Cauſe of their Infideli- 
ty, I mean the prezeaded Cauſe; for it is a moſt 
certain Truth, that no Man was ever an Infi- 
del for want of hetter Evidence, but purely 
on account of his Wickedneſs and ungo- 
verned Luſts. This is, ſtrictly and properly 
ſpeaking, the /ole Cauſe of all Infidelity. 

It is too plain and melancholy a Truth, 
that many, who are Friends to Revealed Re- 


ligion, too often make Difficulties and Incon- 


ſiſtencies in particular Paſſages of the ſacred 
Writings, when there really are none. It is 
too notorious Mr. Kennicott has done this, in 
his Interpretation of the Moſaick Account of 
the Creation, and of thoſe two Texts which he 
brings to ſupport that Interpretation. And 
he muſt not be ſurprized, if Infides make 
Advantage of it, to promote the Cauſe of 
Infidelity z to prevent which, is the Reaſon 
of my publiſhing this Diſcourſe, to let wicked 
and profane Scoffers ſee, that the ſacred Wri- 
tings ought not to be ridiculed and reviled, 
becauſe there are ſome Writers, who, to ſerve 
8 Views, will preſume to make them 
peak Nonſenſe and Profaneneſs, and to be con- 
tradictory to, and inconſiſtent with themſelves. 
But to return from this Digreſſion, though 
one would hardly think it poſſible for any 
thing to point out more ſtrongly, what an 
| Hut hu- 
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Enthufiaſtick and Roſecrucian Writer, this 
ſame Letter-writer is, yet, I muſt confeſs, 
that his Concluſion of this whole Matter is 
ns wi extraordinary and ſurpriſing. than all the 
reſt. 

In ſhort (ſays he) in the Works of Crea- 
tion, and every other Work of the Trinity, 
what one Relation 1s ſaid to do, the others 
do alſo, but in their Order, anſwerable to 
the three Principles in every Action, Wiſ- 


dom, Will and Power; and were it not ſo, 


it would, from the literal Senſe of Holy 
Writ, be an eaſy Matter to point out the 
greateſt Confuſion imaginable.” 

Is it not pleaſant to hear a Man talk of Confu- 
fon, after venting ſuch unintelligible confuſed 
Stuff? Is not this excellent Divinity ? Is not 
this a moſt intelligible Account of God's Crea- 
tion, and of his Government of the whole Uni- 
verſe, and of his Redemption of Man by his 
Son? Is this the beſt Method to put to Si- 
lence wicked and profane Scoffers, and to 
make the Word of God ſhine forth in its na- 
tive and commanding Splendor, and to be- 
come the Admiration of all the Sons of 


Men? | 


Or, is it not, to ſpeak the Truth, a moſt 
ſnameful, ſenſeleſs and profane turning the 
Scripture into Ridicule, and what can only 
tend to give Unbelievers Occaſion to Scoff at, 
and to deny the Divine Authority of the ſa- 
cred Writings; when the moſt plain, and 
ealy, and moſi eſſential Doctrines of Chri- 
ſtianity are repreſented in this ridiculous 
Light? 
| And 
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And were the whole New Teſtament to be 
explained in this Manner, mult it not be 
ſuch a Mixture of Nonſenſe and Profaneneſs, 
as is not to be found in the moſt Enutbuſia- 
ſtick crack-brained Writer ? 

Let me obſerve one Thing farther, which 
the Letter writer aſſerts; That it would be 
ridiculous to ſuppoſe God ſpeaking to the 
Angels, when he ſays, Let us make Man m 
our Image, when we are told, that God made 
Man in his own Image ? 

The ſame, ſays Mr. Kennicott, in his Di/- 
ſertation on the Tree of Life in Paradiſe, p. 30. 
in a marginal Note, That God did not 
here addreſs the Angels appears from the 
Words themſelves, Let us make Man in our 
Image, ſo God created Man in his own Image 
and from God's diſclaiming any Conſultation 
with inferior Beings, in thoſe Words of Iſaiab, 
Who hath directed the Spirit of the Lord; or 
being his Counſellor hath taught him? With 
2 took he Counſel, and who inſtructed 
bim | | 
That God did not ſpeak to the Angels, 
when he ſaid, Let us make Man in our Image, 
1s very certain from that Declaration of St. 
Jobn and St. Paul, That God created all 
Things by his, Son. But if the Angels are 
created in the Image of God, which, I ſup- 
poſe, Mr. Nennicott, and the Letter-writer, 
will not deny, then, had God thought fit to 
_ employ the Angels in the Creation of the 
Univerſe, there had nor. been any Inpro- 
Priety in ſuppoſing God to have ſpoken to the 
Angels, Let us make Man in cur Image. 


And 
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And as for that other Reaſon, which both 
theſe Writers give, That God did not ad- 
dreſs the Angels, becauſe 1/aiah ſays, Who 
hath directed the Spirit of the Lord, or being 
his Counſellor hath taught him? With whom 
took he Council, and who inſtructed him? „This 
(to borrow the Letter-writer*s Words) will be 
proving too much; for with equal Reaſon 
may thoſe Words of the Prophet be pro- 
duced to ſhew, that neither did God the Fa- 
ther conſult with his Son and Holy Spirit.“ 

The Letter-writer repreſents me as affirming, 

That the Son alone created all Things.” 
upon which he thus argues, That this would 
be proving too much ; for this is to exclude 
God the Father from being the Maker of all 
Things.” 
Nov, if thoſe Words, That the Son 
alone created all Things,” (which are not my 
Words, but are what the Letter-writer makes 
St. John and St. Paul, intend to ſay) exclude 
God the Father from being the Maker of all 
Things, then it is certain, that thoſe Words 
of Iſaiah, With whom took God Counſel, and 
who inſtructed him? exclude the Son and 
Holy Spirit trom having held a Conſultation 
with the Father. 

It will not ſerve their Purpoſe, to ſay as 
Mr. Kennicott does, That God diſclaims all 
Conſultation with inferior Beings z for if, in 
the one Caſe, the Father may be excluded, 
then it is evident, that in the other Caſe, the 
Son and Holy Spirit may be excluded. 


And 
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And indeed, unleſs we will confound all 
Language, when Iſaiah ſays, With whom took 
God Counſel, and who inſtructed bim? The 
Prophet muſt certainly intend to exclude 411 
Perſons whatſoever from holding a Conſulta- 
tion with God; or, in other Words, That 
God took Counſel with 0 Perſon what- 
ſoever. | - 

Upon the whole, it is a juſt and wiſe Ob- 
ſervation, which that fine Writer Dr. Butler, 
the preſent worthy Biſhop of Briſtol, makes 
in his Analogy of Religion natural and re- 
vealed, p. 258. © that St. John, not impro- 
bably, with an Eye to the Moſaick Account 


of Creation, begins his Goſpel with an Ac- _ 


count of our Saviour's Pre-exiſtence, and 
„that all Things were made by him, and 
without him was not any thing made, that 
was made, agreeably to the Doctine of St. 
Paul, That God created all Things b 
Jeſus Chriſt.” | 
By this his Lordſhip, muſt, I think, be 
underſtood to mean, that St. John intended 


to explain the Account, which Moſes gives of 


the Creation. 

By Moſes's Account of the Creation it is 
Plain, that God gave Power and Authority 
to one, or more Perſons, to create all Things; 
and that he gave Command to that Perion, 
or Perſons, in what Order and Manner he 
would have all Things created. 

Agreeably to this, the whole Creation is 
divided into fix Days Work. And, on the 
firſt Day, God faid, Let there be Light, 8c. 

D God 
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God ſpeaks here to one, or more Perſons ; 
and . the Manner in which he ſpeaks, plainly 
and neceſſarily implies a Command. The 
ſame Manner of ſpeaking is repeated the 
tour following Days. But on the ſixth Day, 
when Man, the nobleſt Part of the Creation, 


was to be made, God ſpeaks in a more high 


and lofty Manner, Let us make Man in our 
Image. But theſe Words, Let us make, plain- 
ly and neceſſarily imply a Command, the ſame 
as when he ſaid, Let there be. | 

Mr. Kennicott, and the Letter-writer, by 
ſaying, © That God held a Conſultation with 
his Son and Holy Spirit when he created 
Man, ſeem to think, that God did not give 
Command ; or, in their Language, did not 
hold a Conſultation with his Son or Holy 
Spirit, in the other Parts' of the Creation. 
But this contradifts Moſes's Account; for 
the Words, God ſaid, neceſſarily imply, that 
he ſpoke to one or more Perſons. Be- 
ſides, it is very abſurd to ſuppoſe, that God 
gave Power and Authority to one or more 
Perſons to create Man; and that he did not 
give Power and Authority to the ſame Per- 
ſon, or Perſons, to create all other Things, 
which were ſo greatly inferior in their Nature 
to Man. 

To whom God ſpake, or gave his Com- 
mands; or, in other Words, to whom he 
gave Power and Authority to create all Things, 
is impoſſible to be known from the Account 
which Moſes gives of the Creation; and there- 
fore it is ſtrange that it ſhould have been (as 

a Mr. 


WR. 

Mr. Kennicott ſays) Matter of warm Con- 
troverſy, to whom it was that the ſacred 
Hiſtorian intended God ſpoke, when, as I have 
ſhewn before, it is not improbable, that Meſes 
himſelf did not know, that God ſpoke to his 
Son. Nor is it leſs ſtrange, that Commenta- 
tors ſhould not have recourſe to the Account, 
which the New Teſtament gives of the Crea- 
tion, to ſee if that affords us any Light into 
this Matter. 

Now St. John fully explains this, in the Be- 
ginning of his Goſpel. In the Beginning was 
the Word, and the Word was with God. All 
things were made by him, and without him was 
not any thing made that was made. Thus, by de- 
claring the Pre- exiſtence of the Son, that he was 
in the Beginning with God, that is, in the Be- 
ginning of the Creation, or before any thing was 
made; and, that all Things were made by him, 
and without him was not any thing made that 
was made; that is, God made nothing with- 
out him, or gave him Power and Authority 
to make all Things. St. John, I ſay, by de- 
claring this concerning the Son, does, at the 
ſame Time plainly declare, that as the Son 
was preſent with God, at the Beginning of 
the Creation, and that God created all Things 
by him; ſo he was the Perſon alone to whom 
God ſpake or gave his Commands, in what 
Order and Manner he would have every Thing 
created, when he ſaid, Let there be Light, &c. 
and Let us make Man in our Image. 

Agreeably to this, (as Dr. Butler obſerves) 
is the Doctrine of St. Paul, That God created 

D 2 all 


| 
| 
| 


— = 2, <a> — — - #0 
oy 


ſultation with his 
Command to his Son, how he would have Man 


— — — ———— cc —V e —— —— gs 
— mien — 9 — - - 
— 2 = 2 2 e - 


( 26 ) 

all Things by Jeſus Chriſt, And again, more 
fully, That by him (the Son) were all Things 
created that are in Heaven, and that are in 
Earth, "Fg 
And this is farther explained by what St. 
Paul ſays, That the Son is the Image of the 
inviſible God, and the expreſs Image of his 
Perſon z which is not ſaid of the higheſt An- 
gels, nor of the Holy Spirit himſelf; and 
15 therefore a ſtrong Proof, that God ſpake to 
his Son, when he laid, Let us make Man in 
our Image. Nor does this Manner of ſpeak- 
ing, as Mr, Kennicott and the Letter writer 
affirm, at all imply, “that God held a Con- 
don, but plainly implies a 


created, according to that Power and Authority 
which he had given him; the ſame as if any 


_ earthly Prince, who had an only Son, and had 
taken him into the Government of his King- 


dom, with himſelf, ſhould ſay to him, Let 
this be done; or, Let us do this. 

This Matter is repreſented by ſome of the 
antient Writers under very proper Simili- 
tudes ; as, That a Father in his own Houle, 
and his Son and Heir, in the ſame Houſe, 
are not two Maſters ; becauſe the Authority 
is indeed only that of the Father, exerciſed by 
the Son. That the King upon the Throne, 
and his Son adminiſtering Ris Father's Govern- 
ment, according to his Father's good Plea- 


| ſure, are not two Kings. Which is exactly 


the Doctrine of St. Paul, That God put all 
Things under his (his Son's) Feet; but * 
N | | he 
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he ſaith, all Things are put under him, it is 
manifeſt, that he is excepted, which did put 
all Things under him. Alſo, That the Sun 
in the Heavens, and the Image of the Sun in 
the Glaſs, are not, properly two Suns; and 
the like. 
Agreeably to which Tertullian thus ſpeaks. 
K affirm, (ſays he) That no Government is 
ſo in one Hand, ſo ſingle, ſo monarchical, 
as not to be adminiſtred by other Perſons, 
near and ſubſervent to the Firſts. And if the 
Monarch has a Son, yet his Dominion 1s not 
preſently divided, and ceaſes to be a Mo- 
narchy, becauſe he takes his Son into the Go- 
vernment with himſelf. The Government 
is ſtill principally his, from whom it is com- 
municated to his Son, and ſo long as it is his, 
it is nevertheleſs a Monarchy for being admi- 
niſtred by two Perſons ſo united. If then this 
Divine Monarchy, though adminiſtered by ſo 
many Legions and Armies of Angels, yet 
does not ceaſe to be the Government of one; 


nor is ever the leſs a Monarchy, by being ad- 


miniſtered by ſo many thouſands of Powers. 
How much leſs can it be ſaid, that the Go- 
vernment of God is divided, or parted, by the 
Son and Holy Spirit, acting in the ſecond and 
third Place.” | 

To which let me add, that nothing is or 
can be more agreeable to Reaſon, and to all 


| Revelation, than this is, that there is a gradual . 


Aſcent from the loweſt of all intelligent Be- 
ings, Man; and through the numberleſs Or- 
ders and Degrees of Celeſtial Spirits, 'till you 

” come 
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come up to him; who is alone the Author 
of all Being, and the Fountain of all Power; 
and, that God, to manifeſt his great Glory in 
creating numberleſs Worlds; and his great 
Goodneſs in creating an infinite Number of 
intelligent Beings, to make them Partakers 
of his own Happineſs, hath exerted his Power 
of Creation from all Eternity ; it being juſt 
as eaſy to conceive God to have created 
Worlds, and intelligent Beings from all Eter- 
nity, as to have exiſted of himſelf from all 
Eternity ; and, that, as he created all Things 
by his Son, and his Son muſt therefore have 
been before all Things, ſo the Son has exiſted 
with God his Father from all Eternity, by 
the eternal and incomprehenſible Power and 
Will of the Father. 

And had Men duly conſidered and attended 
to theſe Things, they would not have ſpoken 
ſo confuſedly, and unintelligibly, (to fay no 
worſe of it) as they have done, concerning 
God's Creation, and his Government, and 
his Redemption of the World, and of Man- 
kind, by his Son. 


To conclude, 


From the whole of what is ſaid in this Diſ- 
courſe, it does, I think, appear, to a Demon- 
ſtration; that, as without a farther Revela- 
tion, than the Account which Moſes gives of 
the Creation, it never could have been known 
to whom God ſpake, when he ſaid, Let us 
make Man in our Image, after our —_— 

0 
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ſo, from the Revelation contained in the 
New Teſtament, there cannot be the leaſt 
Doubt, that God ſpoke thoſe Words to his 
Son, and to him alone; for this irrefragable 
Reaſon, that St. Fohn and St. Paul expreſly 
declare, That God created all Things by his 
Son alone, 
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